AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A system for actively managing configiirable components, 
comprising: 

a plurality of individual components in a manag e d domain , each individual 
component storing a configuration comprising a set of configuration 
parameters; 

a repository that stores information about a configuration policy: 

a managem e nt syst e m server^ configured to (a) register r e gistering each of the 

plurality of components such individual compon e nt , (b) perform p e rform ing 
dynamic probing operations to identify configuration changes made to the 
configuration of each of the plurality of individual components that hav e b ee n 
mad e at th e individual compon e nts , and (c) validate validating ^ identified 
configuration changes against the configuration policy to determine whether 
the configuration changes conform to the configuration policy bas e d on 
information maintain e d for the manag e m e nt s e rv^ e r . 

2. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 1. wherein the configuration 
policy defines, for each configuration parameter of the configuration of each of the 
plurality of components, a value range for which the configuration parameter will be 
successfixlly validated by the server fiirth e r comprising: 
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a s e rvic e int e rfac e discov e ring a chang e in at l e ast one such configuration param e ter 
through dynamic probing . 

3. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim i [[2]], furth e r comprising: 
wherein the server comprises 

a set of core services for responding to talcing action on the an discov e r e d identified 
configuration change, vyherein the set of core services comprises comprising 
at least one of: 

a first service for changing a value of at least one suefe configuration 
parameter baek to a default or previously validated value; 

a second service foLauditing th e at l e ast on e such the configuration 

parameters of the configuration of at least one of the plurality of 
components param e t e r : 

a third service for g enerating an alert regarding the configuration parameters 
of the configuration of at least one of the plurality of components 
about th e at l e ast on e such configuration param e t e r ; and 

a fourth service foLacquiescing to the identified configuration discover e d 
change. 

4. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim i.[[2]], further comprising: 

a log storing th e prob e d data that identifies an identified configuration change made 
to the configuration of the particular component in th e at l e ast on e such 
configuration parameter . 

5. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 1 , fiirther comprising: 
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a configuration and validation module for performing m impact analysis on the 
identified configuration changes against eft the e nt e rpris e plurality of 
components against at l e ast on e such configuration param e t e r . 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Currently amended) A method for actively managing configurable components, 
comprising: 

maintaining a repository, accessible to a server, that stores storing a configuration 
information about a configuration policy for a plurality of individual 
compon e nts in a manag e d domain, comprising a s e t of configuration 
param e t e rs ; 

registerin g, with the server, each sueh individual component, of a plurality of 
components ; 

performing dynamic probing operations to identify configuration changes of th e 

individual compon e nts that hav e b ee n made at to a configuration of each of 
the plurality of t he individual components; and 

validatin g, at the server, the identified configuration changes p aram e t e rs and typ e 
d e finitions bas e d on against the a configuration policy to determine whether 
the identified configuration changes conform to the configuration policy 
mast e r s e t of configuration paramet e rs and typ e d e finitions d e fin e d for an 
e nt e rpris e. 

8. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 7, wherein the configuration 
policy defines, for each configuration parameter of the configuration of each of the 
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plurality of components, a value range for which the configuration parameter will be 
successfully validated by the server further compriBing: 

discov e ring a chang e in at l e ast on e such configuration param e ter through dynamic 
probing . 

9. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 7_[[8]], further comprising: 
responding to talcing action e« an the discov e r e d identified configiiration change^ 

comprising by performing at least one of: 

changing a value of at least one sueh configuration parameter bade to a default 

or previously validated value; 
auditing configuration parameters of the configuration of at least one of the 

plurality of components th e at l e ast on e such configuration param e t e r ; 
generating an alert regarding the configuration parameters of the configuration 

of at least one of the plurality of components about th e at l e ast on e 

such configuration param e t e r ; and 
acquiescing to the discov e r e d identified configuration change. 

10. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 7 [[8]], further comprising: 
logging th e prob e d data that identifies an identified configuration change made to the 

configuration of the particular component to a log file in th e at l e ast on e such 
configuration paramet e r . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 7, further comprising: 
performing m impact analysis on the identified configuration changes against the 

plurality of components against at l e ast on e such configuration param e t e r . 
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12. (Cancelled). 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Currently amended) A system, comprising: 

a plurality of individual components , wherein each component, of the plurality of 
components, comprises e ach comprising a client module for accessing 
configuration parameters of a configuration of the component of configurabl e 
individual compon e nts ; 

a management server which maintains maintaining a databas e repository for storing 
information about a configuration policy m ast e r docum e nt typ e d e finitions 
and global param e t e r d e finitions ; and 

a management console capable of accessing the database repositor y, wherein the 
management console comprises and comprising : 

at least one service interface for r etrieving the configuration of a particular 
component, of the plurality of components, by communicating with 
the client module associated with the particular component s tefed 
docum e nt typ e d e finitions for e ach individual compon e nt via th e 
corr e sponding cli e nt module ; 

a parser for extracting the configuration parameters fi-om each retrieved 

configuration docum e nt typ e definition with th e mast e r docum e nt typ e 
definitions ; and 
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a validator for validating each extracted configuration parameter against the 
configuration policy validat e d confiffliration param e ters in th e global 
parameter d e finitions . 

15. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 14, further comprising: 

at least one adapter for accessing component-specific configuration parameters of the 
configuration of at least one of the plurality of components maintain e d with at 
least one such individual compon e nt . 

16. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 14, further comprising: 

at least one component-specific adapter for dynamically probing the plurality of 
individual components. 

17. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 14, further comprising: 

a component parameter relationship dependency tree formed fi-om the extracted 

configuration parameters; and 
an impact analyzer for analyzing the effect of making a configuration change, to the 

configuration of a particular component, of the plurality of components, 

d e t e rmining propagat e d chang e s by traversing the component parameter 

relationship dependency tree. 

18. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 14, further comprising: 

a change manager for effecting a change to a configuration parameter with at l e ast 
on e such individual compon e nt . 

19. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 14, further comprising: 



50277-1961 (ODD 2001-129-01) 



7 



a set of one or more XML documents comprising dool e ts form e d from the extracted 
configuration parameters. 

20. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 14 [[19]], wherein the 
configuration policy is expressed in a set of global parameter definitions and 
document type definitions th e docl e ts ar e writt e n in a scripting languag e comprising 
th e Ext e nsibl e Markup Languag e. 

21. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 14, fiirther comprising: 
validation services, wherein the validation services perform comprising at least one 

of 

managing at l e ast one such the configuratio n parameters of the configuration 

of the plurality of components p aram e t e r : 
advising an administrator about at l e ast on e such the configuratio n parameters 

of the configuration of the plurality of components p aram e t e r ; 
alerting an administrator about at l e ast on e such the configuration parameters 

of the configuration of the plurality of components p aram e t e r : and 
acquiescing to the modification of at l e ast one such the configuration 

parameters of the configuration of the plurality of components 

param e t e r . 

22. (Previously presented) A system according to Claim 14, further comprising: 
a browsing service providing a user interface management console. 

23. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 14, fiirther comprising: 

a management configuration module for registering new such individual components. 
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24. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 14, further comprising: 

a management configuration module capable of receiving XML documents, which 
describe the configuration parameters of the configuration of a particular 
component, when the configuration of the particular component is changed 
updating chang e d such individual comp onents. 

25. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 14, wherei n at least one of the 
plurality of th e individual components corresponds to compris e at least one of a Web 
server, an internet application server^ and a database server. 

26. (Currently amended) A method, comprising: 

int e rfacing to a plurality of individual compon e nts that e ach compris e a cli e nt modulo 
for acc e ssing configuration param e ters of configurabl e individual 
compon e nts; 

maintaining a databas e repository for storin g information about a configuration policy 
mast e r docum e nt typ e d e finitions and global param e t e r d e finitions ; «id 

acc e ssing th e database r e pository and activ e ly managing th e individual components, 
comprising: 

retrieving the configuration stor e d document typ e d e finitions for of each of a 

pluralitv of components individual component via th e by conmiunicating with 
a^ corr e sponding client module residing at each component of the plurality of 
components : 



50277-1961 (OID 2001-129-01) 



9 



extractin g, from each configuration retrieved, a set of the configuration parameters 
from each r e tri e v e d docum e nt type d e finition with th e mast e r docimi e nt typ e 
d e finitions ; and 

vahdating each extracted configuration parameter against the configuration pohcy 
vahdat e d configuration param e ters in th e global parameter d e finitions . 

27. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 26, fiirther comprising: 
accessing component-specific configuration parameters of the configuration of at 

least one of the plurality of components maintain e d with at l e ast on e such 
individual compon e nt . 

28. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 26, fiirther comprising: 
dynamically probin g each component, of the plurality of components, to determine 

whether the configuration of the component has been changed th e individual 
compon e nts . 

29. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 26, fiirther comprising: 
forming a component parameter relationship dependency free from the extracted 

configuration parameters; and 
d e t e rmining propagat e d chang e s determining the effect of making a configuration 
change, to the configuration of a particular component, of the plurality of 
components, b y traversing the component parameter relationship dependency 
tree. 

30. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 26. wherein the configuration 
policy defines, for each configuration parameter of the configuration of each of the 
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plurality of components, a value range for which the configuration parameter will be 
successfully validated furth e r comprising: 

e ff e cting a chang e to a configuration param e t e r with at l e ast on e such individual 
compon e nt . 

(Currently amended) A method according to Claim 26, wherein furth e r comprising: 
forming a s e t of docl e ts form e d the extracted configuration parameters are expressed 
in one or more XML documents . 

(Currently amended) A method according to Claim 26 [[31]], wherein the 
configuration policy is expressed in a set of global parameter definitions and 
document type definitions th e docl e ts ar e writt e n in a scripting languag e comprising 
th e Ext e nsibl e Markup Languag e. 

33. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 26, further comprisin g on or more 
of the following steps : 

providing validation s e rvic e s, comprising at l e ast on e of: 

managing at l e ast on e such the configuratio n parameters of the configuration of the 

plurality of components param e t e r : 
advising an administrator about at l e ast on e such the configuratio n parameters of the 

configuration of the plurality of components param e t e r : 
alerting an administrator about at l e ast on e such the configuration parameters of the 

configuration of the plurality of components param e t e r : and 
acquiescin g to the modification of the to at least on e such configuratio n parameters of 

the configuration of the plurality of components param e t e r . 



31. 



32. 
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34. (Previously presented) A method according to Claim 26, further comprising: 
providing a browsing service comprising a user interface management console. 

35. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 26, fiirther comprising: 
registering new such individual components with a management configuration 

module . 

36. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 26, fiirther comprising: 
receiving, at a management configuration module, XML documents that describe the 

configuration parameters of the configuration of a particular component, when 
the configuration of the particular component is changed 
updating chang e d such individual compon e nts . 

37. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 26, wherei n at least one of the 
plurality of th e individual components corresponds to compris e at least one of a Web 
server, an internet application server^ and a database server. 

38. (Cancelled). 

39. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 1, wherein the information 
indicates a relationship dependency between a first configuration parameter in the 
configuration of a first ene individual component and a second configuration 
parameter in the configuration o f a different anoth e r individual component. 

40. (Currently amended) A system according to Claim 39, wherein the manag e m e nt 
server validates the configuration, for the first component, based upon the 
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relationship dependency between the first configuration parameter and the second 
configuration parameter. 

41. (Previously Presented) A system according to Claim 1, wherein the information 
includes at least one document type definition defining a mapping between the 
configuration of at least two of the plurality of individual components. 

42. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 7, wherein the information 
indicates a relationship dependency between a first configuration parameter in the 
configuration of a first o ne individual component and a second configuration 
parameter in the configuration o f a different anoth e r individual component. 

43. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 42, wherein the manag e ment 
server validates the configuration, for the first component, based upon the 
relationship dependency between the first configuration parameter and the second 
configuration parameter. 

44. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 7, wherein the information 
includes at least one document type definition defining a mapping between the 
configuration of at least two of the plurality of individual components. 

45. (New) A method according to Claim 7, wherein a particular configuration change 
comprises a change to a configuration parameter or type definition associated with a 
particular component. 

46. (New) A method according to Claim 7, wherein the configuration policy, stored in the 
repository, includes a master set of configuration parameters and type definitions for 
each of the plurality of components. 
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47. (New) A system according to Claim 39, wherein the relationship dependency 
comprises one of one-way, two-way, cyclic, one-to-many, many-to-one, and many-to- 
many. 

48. (New) A method according to Claim 42, wherein the relationship comprises one of 
one-way, two-way, cyclic, one-to-many, many-to-one, and many-to-many. 

49. (New) A computer-readable storage medium holding code which, when executed, 
performs the method according to any one of Claims 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 26, 27, 28, 29, 
30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, and 48. 
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